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20 FREQUENTLY ASKED

QUESTIONS ABOUT

BEING A BENEFICIARY
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WHO IS A BENEFICIARY?1

WHAT IS ‘AN ESTATE’?2

WHO IS AN EXECUTOR?3

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF AN EXECUTOR?4

•

•

•
distributed

•
the estate 

•

 

DO ALL THE BENEFICIARIES NEED 

TO AGREE WITH DECISIONS OF THE 

EXECUTOR?

5
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MUST AN EXECUTOR TAKE ON THE 

RESPONSIBILITY?
6

•  

•  

WHO PAYS THE EXECUTOR?7

•

 

•  

•  

•  

WHO ARRANGES THE FUNERAL?8

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  
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SHOULD THERE BE A READING OF  

THE WILL?
9

•  

•  

•  
death

•  

•  

•  

•  

of the testator if the testator had died intestate

•  

WHAT SHOULD THE  

BENEFICIARIES BE TOLD?
10

WHAT IF THERE IS NO WILL?11

WHAT IS PROBATE AND IS IT 

NECESSARY?
12
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•

•

•

•

•

 

HOW LONG DO ESTATES TAKE 

TO FINALISE?
13

•

•
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CAN DEPENDENTS CLAIM MORE?14

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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CAN BENEFICIARIES REJECT A GIFT?15

WHAT HAPPENS TO HOUSEHOLD 

GOODS AND PERSONAL ITEMS?
16

WHAT IF THE ESTATE LIABILITIES 

EXCEED THE ESTATE ASSETS?
17

IS THERE TAX TO BE PAID?18
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PLANNING FOR YOUR INHERITANCE19

WHAT HAPPENS TO CHILDREN’S 

INHERITANCE HELD IN TRUST?
20

Men’s sheds 
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